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Finally Brethren, whatſoever things are ttue, wha 2 
* ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſhe 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things anni 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good report.] tc 
there be any vertue, and if there be any praiſe, thi | 
| , on theſe things. 


Have the two laſt Lord's Days, made it my buſine 
to treat of this Text, in a way that I thought d 
moſt tend to the informing your Judgments : Ar 
to that purpoſe] have raiſed ſeveral Obſervations, ar 
drawn ſeveral Iaferences from it. | J 

I mean now to Treat of it in anothet way, and rt 
apply my ſelf wholly to the preſſing you to the Practi 
of it. | 

And indeed the Nature ofthe Sermon Iam to mal, 
doth call for this from me. For Iam now to take nf 
leave of you; this being the laſt time in all probabilig.. 
that I ſhall Preach among you as your Miniſter : Afiſt 
therefore I ſuppoſe good Advice and Exhortation v 
more become me at this time, than a cloſe Diſcourſe u 
on a Text. 1 
And yet, my Text doth afford matter enough, wit; 
out ſtraining it, for ſuch a pron Nor indeed dg: 
know a Text in the Bible, t could more willing 40 
pitch upon to leave with you, as the laſt advice | wc 
give you, and as the Sum and Concluſion of my Prea 
ing among you; than theſe Words of St. Paul I h 
now read to you. 3 
Let me therefore at this time-addre 
all, as the Apoſtle here did Art 
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let6 the Philippians, AX] Brethren whatſoever thingk 
true, &c. 1 wa 1 n 144 8 
Here are a great many things recommended by the 
poſtle to our Thoughts and purſuit. If we would make 
diſtribution of them, 1 believe they will all naturally 
zough fall under thele Four Heads. For the things here 
MFommendecd are nor ſo many as the words by which 
ey are expreſt;, there being ſeveral Words uſed inthis 
r@pumeration; that ate of the ſame importance, and feet 
Jexpreſs much the lame thing, ee | 
The Four Heads | will reduce chem to ate theſe; 


& 


3 1 N 2 ro the true Religion. N 
Honeſty and Fuſtice in our Dealings. EEO 

Ill, 4 rife of firif Purity, in oppofitton to Senſuali- 
Wand Lewdneſs. x | 


d 
Ar 
mmiendable, or well thought of by Mankind, | 
his, as rake it, is a fair account of the Parts of this 
drt: and theſe I ſhall make the Heads of my following 
UYhortarioti. | N Ry 


ps are true, think on thoſe things. 


he Trab, that St. Pall here exhorts them to think 
Ll are undoubtedly the Trutbs of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Tilt which he had delivered to them. Theſe he would” 


| WV 


ſe u e them to think upon, and perſiſt in, and nevet to 


preyaſled upon by any Temptation to depart from 


Fable Bleſſing i is, that he has not only youchſafed 

e Light of his Golpel for _y yeats, but He has 
taken Care that the Truths of it ſhou Id be delivered 
$ with greater Purity and Sincerity, and freet ftom 
mixtures of Etrout than to mioſt, I was gointʒ to ſay, 
ef Ito any other People in the World; 


IV. he Adotning the Doctrine of God we do profeſs, by 
conſt ant Prattice of every other thing that is Vertuoll er. 


begin with the firſt. Finally my Brethren whatſoever | 


Lt me now apply this Advice of his to di. it is th 
Mricular Bleſſing ot God to this Kingdom, and an ing 
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Alf it lay in your way kt abſervations concernin 
the Sate of Religion in other Countrys; nay or but 
. read the Accounts that axe given of it: I am ſure yoſ* 
yvould be convinced how exceedingly happy we of th 
hurch are, aboye all the other Churches in Chriſten! 


om. rd 
O Ocherefqre let us all firmly adhere to the Truths wifi 
have becn taught ö tothe Truths we have hitherto, mad 
1 8 0 of. And let us firmly adhere to that Chun c 
which hath held forth theſe Truths tous, and taught of” 
this Profeſſion. n i. 
We do not pretend that any Church is Infallible, anÞc 
therefore not outs: But this e dare ſay and we can} 
ſtife; that if we take our meaſures concerning the trut 
of Religion from the Rules of the Holy Scriptures, au 
the Platform of the Primitive Churches, the Churd 
of Englandis undoubtedly both asto Doftrive and Wol 
ſhip, the Pureſt Church that is at this Day in the Wor: 
the moſt Orthodox in Faith, and the freeſt on the 
hand from Idolatry and Superſtition, and on the oth 
hand from Freakiſhneſs and Enthuſiaſm of any now © ; 
tant. ee * Dt 1 „ : - z TC 
Nay Ido farther ſay with great ſeriouſneſs, and Fla 
one that expects to be called to account at the dreadiff”!! 
Tripunal of God, for what I now fay, if Ido, nt ſpeaſÞ! » 
inn „That I do in my Conſcience believe, then 
if the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, as it is delivered in ti D 
New Teſtament, be the true Religion (as I am certai ot 
it is:) Then the Communion of the Church of Ex ork 
land is a ſafe way to Salvation, and the ſafeſt of an) ſſu 
know in the World. 1:35 hate 
And therefore I do exhort vou all in the Name of Ge bit 
ſtedfaſtly to hold and to perſevere in this Commwnio ſnc 
Here you have the Things that are true. Think ofthe "Pr 
and embrace them heartily ; and Live and Die in 1F2Y$ 
Profeſſion of them. This is the DoQtrinel have alwa!g 
Taught you, and by the Grace of God I mean to Praun 
iſe accotding!y. e n 


"ny 


III The next thing Thawte to recommend to you from 
Iheſe words of the Apoſtle is Univerſal Heneſ and Ju- 
5 ſice and Righteouſneſs In your Converfation, M batſoe ver 
Ving, (ſaith he) are true, whatſoever things are boneſt; 
1 barſoe ver things are jaſt ;. think on theſe things. 
You fee I joyn theſe two words Hug and Juſt toge- 
Per, as aden the ſame thing. Tho yet I am a- 
Farc that che word we here render Honeſt is often, uſed 
another ſignification, that is to ſay for Grave, or Ve- 
fable: But ſince that other ſignification falls in moſt 
roperly under my laſt Head, T waye it here and take 
nde word as our Tranſlation renders it. 
lnadeed it is in vain to expect any advantage from out 
ofeſfion of the Trath, if we be not ſincerely Juſt and 
ef in our Actions. | Dr. 
d Whoſoever can allow himfelf in the practice of any 
o honeſt, knaviſh, indirect Dealing, let that Man be 
ver fo Orthodox in his Belief and Opinions; yet Iam 
re he is no true Chriſtian. | 
th O therefore let me exhort you all, whatever Intereſts 
u have to ſerve? whatever Dealings you are ingaged 
to always be ſtrictly Juſt and Uprigbt in your Con- 
d ration. Uſe no Tricks, practiſe no ill Arts for the 
ding your ends, but in all your tranſactions with Men, 
pe: with that Simplicity and Integrity and good Con- 
chhence, that becomes thoſe who would be accounted 
a ti Diſciples of Him who was the moſt Innocent, the 
dſt Sincere, and the leaſt Intricguing perſon in the 
EH or 7d, | _ 
any} flure your ſelves no diſhoneſty can proſper Jong, 
harever turns you may ſerve by itat preſent, yet you 
| bitrerly repent of it ſome time or other. But Right- 
ſneſs and Juſtice doth eſtabliſh a mans ways. And 
upright Man, tho he is not always the richeſt, yet 
ays walketh moſt ſurely. And as for the final event 
Ings ; Remember this that God Almighty has pro- 
unced that no Unrighteou/as men, no Cover nous, no Li- 
| | ars, 
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words of my 
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ert, 170 Extortioners [ball enter into the Kingdom of Heavef 
ut ogo ou. | 1 N 
III. The wee thing I have ta exhort to you from t 
re ext is the Practice of Purity. For aft 
the Apoltle hath recommended the purſuit of things th 
are true, and the things that are boneft and juſt, he nei 
adds the things that are pure. Meaning hereby that e 
ſhould ſtudy ro be pure and chaſt ang temperate both ie 
our Hearts and Lives; avoiding all Exceſſes, and Lew 
neſs, and Senſuality _ _ 
And if he thought it convenient in that 5 af ſtriq; 
neſs and ſeverity and devotion, to put the Chriſtians 
mind of th lam ſure it is not oh convenient burr 
ary to 


cl o it, in this Age of ours, when Luxury aqÞr 
Debauchery, when Whoredom and Drunkennels, air 
all ſorts of Viges that are contraxy to Purity, are grow 
to that height among us, that we ſeem to defie God ft 
mighty by our impudent Practice of them, and provoſPe 
Him to give us upto Deſtruction. el 
I pray Gad make the whole Nation deeply ſenſiſſke 
of rhe Folly and Wickedneſs, as well as of the dangſſal 
and dreadful Conſequences of theſe Practices. AndſſÞre. 
r you who are here preſent, let me beſpeak you in i 
Words of the Apoſtle; Dearly Beloved, I beſeech you ind 
traugers aud Pilgrim, to abſtain from fleſbiy Luſts, he 
War e the Soul. I beſeech you as you have any Hi a 
nor for your Lord and Maſter, as you have any regapbe 
to the on of a Senſe of Religion in your Mi 
28 you have anv concern for your Health, for your Hens 
ates, for your Families; as you have any reſpect rofh w 
P blick, that Effeqpinacy and Sortiſhneſs and Diſcaſſtber 
155 not be entailed upon your Poſterity; laſtly as y An 
ove your own Souls, and hope <ver to ſee the faceWatic 
God in Heaven, learn to live Soberly, learn to puch 
Chaſtly, learn to Practiſe Purity and Temperance Aſt 
all your Converſation. Avoid 8 and Driſou n 
kenneſs as you would the Plague, for certainly, they Þvar 
the worſt of Plagues to them that uſe them: es F 
FR, 1 
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mug ETON 
Plagues do on! our Bodies in danger, but thoſe do 
r Ei Nay as to the one 


t mean our Souls) they will prove certain inevitable 


t Meſtruction without Repentance and Reformation. 

th know theſe things are made {light Matters of by a 
ellreat many among us. But aſſure your ſelves God will 
Mot account them ſo; it is certain he will not, if we may 
h helieve his Word; for it is there told us expreſly that 
ſhoremangers and Adulterers God will judge. And withal, 
hat neit her Adulterers, nor Fornicaters, nor unclean Perſons, 


i. : * 
10 I proceed to the laſt Head of Advice that is given 
my Text. The Apoſtle having inſtanced in Three 
Pings neceſſary to be daily thought upon and purſued 
off all Chriſtians, viz. Truth and Honefty and Purity, leaves 
to meddle any farther with particulars, and ſums up 
e reſt of his Advice in generals. And that ſum comes 
this, that as we are Chriſtians we ſhauld not only 
e care of three fore- mentioned things, but ſhould 
ng fake it our buſineſs to improve our ſelves in every other 
nd 
n Þ4i/e-worthy, or that is well eſteemed of among Man- 
ond. So that really it ſhould be the endeavour of our 
»þÞves ta render our ſelves as excellent and as exemplary 
Hr all ſorts of amiable Qualities asit is poſſible for men 
o2Þbe in this World. | | | 
iq This I take to be the full meaning of thoſe four expref 
r Hyns that follow in my Text, M batſoever things are love- 
oth, whatſoever things are of good report, if there be any Virtue 
ſeaſtbere be any Praiſe, think of theſe things. 
And now Brethren, ſee from hence what your Ob- 
ceſations are, You that have ſuch a glorious Light 
> |Þuchſafed you; ſuch unvaluable Promiſes, ſuch migh- 
ace} Aſiſtances made over to you by the Goſpel of Chrilt : 


* 
- 


2:g0u mult in Reaſon imagine that in return of theſe great 


ry Frantages, great things are expected from you. 
of W 
As * 


af 
4A 


r Drunkards ſhall ever inherit the Kingdom of God or of 


rt of Virtue; nay in every other ſort of thing that is 


— 


your Neighbours; that you are neither given to Lewd 


doing a hard thing to any one; you are not only ro xc 


the Men in the World, by all che ways that are po 


and not only ſo, but to be as good 


World in the ſolid Peace and Aſſurance of God's 


—— — 
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It will nocfarisfieyonr F nen that you do ber! 
4 e 


live and prafefs the Goſpel that yon do no wrong tu. 
neſsnor Drunkenneſs (tho yet even theſe, as the Worl; 

des. are very great things, and could all Men that prc 
6s Chriſtianity truly ſay rhisof themſelves, we ſhoul: 
ſoon ſee Heaven upon Earth) But your Chriftianinþu 
obliges you to aſpire atter greater things; you miſt g 
your ſelves poſſeſſed of the whole Circle of Virtue:Y 
you muſt be ind and Charitable, as well as Fuft and Hl 
neſt; you muſt be Modeſt aud Meek and Humble, as wil 
ag Temperate and Chaſe. 8 3 

Nay not only ſo, but you are to labour after all theſſpet 
ſeveral Vittues, in the full Latitude and Extent of then 
even to that degree that everything which hath but th 
apperance of Evil is to be avoided by yon. You are nc 
only to abſtain, from Acts of injuſtice, but even fron 


your ſelves within the known Limits of Temperandor 
and Chaſtity, but to avoid all thoſe things that bord: 
upon the Vices oppoſite thereunto, and ſo as to all othq; 
inſtances; If a thing be of it N. port, and Jooks infa 
mouſly to the ſober part of Mankind, why that ver 
Conſideration is enough to deter you from the Practic 
of it ; For you are to recommend. your Religion to al 


le. | 
Ina Word you are to endeavour to be as free fro 
blame in your whole Converſation, as you Poſſibly cat 
and to do as nauclf 
good as your Circumſtances willallow . 
I his now is to be a Chriſtian indeed; by thus endeite- 
vouring you truly walk worthy of that high and he: 
venly Calling, wherewith you are called, and you d 
(as the Apoſtle adviſes ) adorn the Doctrine of God in Mio 
#bings; and happy, extreamly happy are they that d 
thus, for great is their N even = th 
av 
w 


* p 
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belrhich they here enjoy, and which lndeed far exceeds 
tall che Blehag that the Earth can afford ; but exceed 
yd iHagly great in the Lite to come, when Jeſus Chrift ſhall 


r|Some with all the Powers of Heaven to do Honour to 


rofthoſe that have thus here honoured him. 
ul Thus have I gone through all the Parts of my Text, 
nit hut 1 do not think that 1 ought ſo to leave it. I have 
geſiven you an account of the things that St. Paul hath 
here directed us to, to be rhe main purftit of our Lives 
HSut I think likewiſe it will be proper to ſpeak ſomething 
vel the Methods of that purſuit, or che means which we 
re to obſerve, it we would practiſe this Text; and 
neſſhere Lam to begin anew with my Advices. Several 
hings I have to repteſent upon this Occafion and to ex- 
ort vou to. I am not much ſolicituous, whether they 
rictly belong to my Argument or no. But I deſire to 
Fave them with you, as things that] judge to be very 
etal, and which J with may be ever remembred by 
1 ; hs 
And the Firf thing I would exhort you to is this, That 
f w would endeavour to poſſeſi your Minds with a bearty Senſe 
nf 
verſielgions. a 
Atigh I do not mention this, as if I thought there was any 
o alfeed to - caution you againſt Atbeiſm or Dfdelity, for I 
offope not many among us are inclined that way. Man- 


nd are natutally diſpoſed to helicei e a God and Religi- 
ron, and ſince through God's Hleſſing it is Chriftienuy, 


 caſſat is the Religion of our Country, and in which we 
wave been all = Ao look upon an Atheif or an Infi- 
PFamong us, to be a fort of Prodigy, a ſtrange unuſuat 
reature, vaſtly different from rhoſe of his own 


de: 
heaYind. : | 72 
u d But here ĩs the thing. Though moſt of us profeſs Re- 
in ion and the true Religion, vet many of us have no 
i ; ely or hearty Senſe of it. We uſe Religion as we do 
ing 
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God Almighty, and the abſolute Neorſſity of being ſerionſly | 


r Cloths. They are very convenient, nay perhaps 
fary, and therefore we wear them, and forthe par- 


— 
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ticular form or mode of them U 19 as to that, the Caſtom of ths t 
Country where we live. Vet as the Claths we wear do not alter the Conſe 
plexion or Features of our Body, ſo neither doth the Religion we Prof 
day more affet the Temper of our Souls. We ſerve our ſelves in boy! 
Caſes gf the outward Conveniences that are to be had by them, hut vi 
are ſtill the ſame to our. Perſons both 28 to outward and inward Linea 
ments. 

Bur alas rhis is a very ſorry way of being Religious and will do us 
great kindneſs, We may perhaps reap ſome ſecular advantages by it, buf 
yet eyen the very trouble and pains it puts us to, do equal the Convenif 
ences we have from it. The Men that live thus, are juſt ſerved like tho 
that work in rich Mines, They are daily imployed about Gold and Silva 1 
or Gems, and they work hard, and they have their days wages fot thei 
Labour, but they are not 3 whit the richer for the Treaſures that come inf 
to their hands. | 

Your Religion will never ſerve you to any extraordinary purpaſes, tif 
your Hearts be affected with it as well as your Underſtandings, Let n 
therefore adviſe you, as you love either your Happineſs in this World, c 
ia the next, it your principal care to get a livelyzand vigorous Sen 
of God impreſſed upon yqur Minds. And look upon it as the greateſt Ii 
tereſt you have to carry on, the greateſt Buſineſs you have to do in th 
World ( as it really is) to approye your ſelves to this God by a fincere eiſood 
deavour in all your 8 to walk as his Son Jeſus Chriſt hat 
taught you. If you do this, you will certainly find the Sweet and Cor 
fore of it both here and hereafter. - 

When all is ſaid, ir is a vain thing far any man to expect a tolerable ei 
Ge pallage through this World, unleſs he have the Hopes of Gods Favoqes 
to ſupport him under the Multitude of evil Accidents which the State of Hire 
mane Life will neceſſarily expoſe him to. And as for the ather Worl Fc 
without theſe Hopes he is perfectly loſt; And to be able to entertain at 
rational Hopes of God's Bleſſing and Favour, is a very vain thing likewiffCor 
unleſs we make it our buſineſs with our whole Hearts and Souls to ſerve aff Be 
pleaſe and obey Him, y 

There are à great many Rules and Maxims that we uſe to give to ofu in 
Friends or our Children for the making their Fortunes, and f cannot q exp 
ny but they are exceeding good ones. Thus for inſtance, we adviſe thgcly 
to get a true underſianding of their Bufineſs, and to Purſue ir diligentFre 
to keep out of ill Company, to avoid Drinking or Gaming and Lewdnq But 

and toſtudy the Tempers and Humours of Mankind, and to learn to uili 
-. ply themſelves dexter duſſy to thaſe they have occaſion to converſe witſkion 
why theſe and ſuch others are excellent Rules and moſt worthy of all Mk ev 
to be ſtudied and practiſed. Bur till there is one Rule above all theſe, It de 
- Vithour which all the other will ſignifie very little to the making a MÞuld 
Life eañe and comfortable; and that is to preſerve a lively ſenſe of God hula 
on our Spirits, to havc his Fear always before our Eyes, to love him abi ab 


all chings, to value his Favor more than Life, and io dread big Oiſpleaſ pe 


2 £75 ö 

the worſt of Kvils. If we can but once get our Sauls into this frame, 
e have done our Buſineſs both for this World and for Eternity ; All the 
ther particular Rules and Advices will be in 2 great meaſure ſuperfluous ; 
r he that is poſſeſſed of this gaod Principle will of courſe naturally fall 
to the practice of them, And beſides this Fear and Love of Gad in our 
earts, as it is the moſt effectual means, according to the uſual Diſpaſiti- 
of the Diyine Providence, to put us into good Circumſtances of Living; 
it is the only means of making our Circumſtances happy to us, if 
ey be good; or of making them eaſie and ſupportable, if they be bad. 
do therefore maſt ęarneſtly recommend it to you, as you deſire that 
her you or yours may proſper, nay, as you would not be very miſerable. 
nor contented with a ſuperficial outſide Religion, but affect your minds 
eeply as is poſſible with a ſenſe of God, and what you owe to him; and 
ul de avour to impreſs the ſame ſenſg upon your Friends and Children, and 
| that are about you. The truth of it is, ſa much doth our preſent hap» 
Ness, as well as our future, depend upon this belief of God, and love tq 
In, and hopes of his Fayour; that were it not for this, the pręſent World 
h all the imaginary tes and glories of it would apptar to all wiſe 
d good men, not only an empty dull unſatistactory place, but a diſmal 
$:lancholy priſon, If it was ſuppos'd that all things here were the effect 

blind Chance, or fatal Neceſſity, aud that there were no Wiſdom and 
goodneſs that did prefide over the World, or rook care of Mankind; no 
Solidering man could delixe to live here. | 
The Second thing | would leave with you, is this, That after you have 
t into your minds 3 hearty ſence of God and his Providence, agd his pro» 
ace ang goodnels ; ſo as that you mean to make it the buſineſs of your 
es to recommend your (elves tg him: you would in the next place, rake 
e ta keep up that ſenſe by a conſtant and daily Warſhin of him, 
For God's ſake, and for your own Souls ſake, do not neglect yaur Pray- 

You muſt never think that God will bleſs you, if you do not make 
oſcience of daily paying him your tribute of Honour and Worſhip, _ 
lde ſure therefore, you be conſtant in your private Devotions. As you 
y day receive the renewed pledges of God's love and goodneſs toward 
in a Thouſand inſtances : ſo let every day your affection and gratitude 
exprels'd 32 by hearty Prayer and Thank(giviag. This is abſo- 
ly neceſſary to bedone, as I have often told you, if you mean to pre- 
e any hearty ſenſe of Religion in your minds. 
I But befide* this I have another thing to recommend to all thaſe that have 
vilies They are Heads and Governors of a Sagiety. For indeed the firth 
ion of Society is that of a Family, Every Family is a little Kingdom, 
every Ringdom is or ought ro be a great Family, Now is it natural, 
e, It decent, that there ſhould be any Society upon earth wherein God 
a Mpuld not be owned and worſhipped I And yet woe be to us, how many 
30d ſpuſands of Families arę therein this Fiogoor, nay, I am afraig, even in 
0 abi about this City, wherein God is not ſo much as named in publick, ya- 


leaf perhaps, by the yay gf Aﬀrope, by the way of Curling oz rand. 
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nities enough, of learning all our bad qualities; but we give them none ( 


every day call our Family regetner, and pay our common tribute of Prall 


is the ſolemnObſervation of the Lord's Day, 


| more than the Nature of the thing requires, I am ſenſible that the D 


We deſervedly complain of the great lobſeneſs and profaneneſs and irr 

thar hach overſpread the face of this Nation, O] I doubt a gre 
| of the blame of it lies upon the Houſholders, the Maſters of Familie 
among us, If they would talte better care of their Children and Servants; 
ank let them know what it is to worſhip God, things would not be ſo bal 
among us. But how can we expect better, when there is no Religion e 
ther taught or practis d in our Houſes, We give our domeſticks opportt 


* 


learning bur good ones, if we have any. | 

They ſee us offending God by many raſh words and finful actions; bi 
they do not ſee us repenting, and asking God's pardon by our ſolemn Pray 
ers and Applications to the Throne of Grace. Let us therefore ſeriou 
lay this point to heatt. I am ſure we have juſt cauſe to do it. Let 
bring Religion into our Families, and not be contented that once-a weeſhnc 


ſome of our People in their turns ſhould hear fomething of it. Let 


* 
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er and Praiſe for the Mercies we do daily receive in common. 
 Methinks our Saviour ſeemed to have 2 reſpect to this very duty, ar 
to charge it mightily upon us, when he made us that gracious promi 
that even, where two or three were gathered together in his Name, tht 
would he be in the miaſt of them. Sure, bis Words have moſt naturally Wk 
& teſpe& to the worfhip of God that is perform d in Families. As hat TI 
kkewiſe the very contrivance of the Lord's Prayer: All the Petitioſm 
thereof being ſo framed, as to be moſt proper to be ſaid by more than oni 
and yet too when we have ſhut our Doors for that purpoſe, But, be 
"Thirdly, As you ought to take care about che worſhip of God in young 
Cloſersand in your Families; let me add, that it equally concerns you un 
equent the more publick worſhip of God in his own Houſe, It is a by 

ſign of ſome very ill Principle or other, for any Man to be much a ſtraſh& 
ger there. Even to have the liberty and opportunity of worſhipping Gd v 
in publick, is one of the greateſt Bleſſings and Priviledges that we can hate. 
in this World; and hath by good Men always been ſo accounted, Now ſur&$ 
if we have this Notion of ir, we ſhall think our ſelves mightily concern 
to take all opportunities that come in our way, not only on Sundays, bqicl 
on other days, of reſorting to the publick Aſſemblies, and joyning witſÞpo! 
them in the ſolemn Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving ; and thinking Hl h 
à good day to us wherein we have thus employed our ſelves. c 
The Sacrifices of this kind that we offer to God with an honeſt and d&ty 


vout Mind, we cannot doubt will always fiad acceptance, and produce theff 


Effects; nay, perhaps when our Cloſer Prayers will not. For there a (; 
certainly more promiſes to publick Prayers than to private ones, Tho' y 
both are very good, nay both are abſolutely neceſſary. But to proceed, 
Fourthly, being upon this Argument of the means and inftrumencs q& ; 
Religion, you may be ſure I cannot omit the mentioning of another thing 
as one of thoſe points which T moſt ſeriouſly recommend to you, and th 


Iam not for laying a ſtreſs upon the keeping of this day, or any othe 
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pine about the obſervation, of the Sabbath, 28. it is. deliver 'd / by ſome 
n, is ſuperſtitious enough, and oftentimes, where it is believes, proves 
FP ber a ſnare to Mens Conſciences, than of uſe to make them more Re- 
ious... Far thereforè am 1 from deſiring you to be nice and ſcrupylogs 
out the Punctilios of the Lord's day ſervice. The Laws both of God aud 
en have in that matter left a great deal to your own diſcretion, and the 
cumſtances you are in, But however thus much is neceſſary, that every 
n who profeſſeth himſelf a Chriſtian ſhould bear a conſtant religious res 
rd to the Lord's Day, by devoting it to ſpiritual uſes, more clpecially 
e pablick worſhip of God. | | | IM 
Ido not much doubt of the truth of the obſervation which ſome good 
have made, viz. That a Man ſhall proſper much better both in his 
iritoal and Temporal Affairs, all the Week after, for his careful obſer» 
Pace of the Lord's Day. And I am likewiſe of opinion that thoſe Men 
re little or no ſenſe of Religion, that make no conſcieuce of ſanctifying 
it day, or that put no difference between it and other days. Sure I am. 


ligious uſes ( which yet I believe there is; ) yet it is one of the moſk 


at account, all Men that haye any honour for God, or zcal for the pub 
good, ſhould think themſelves obliged to obſerve it. | | 
The benefits of it are indeed unſpeakable. Not to mention theCivilor 
itio mporal conveniences of it; in truth to the keeping up the Religion of 
1 On Gis day we owe in a great meaſure that the very face of Chriſtianity hath 
therto been preſerved among us And were it not for this, for any 
ng I know, moſt of us in a very few-years would become little dettet 
n Heathens and Barbarians. And ſo great an influence towards the ma- 
ng Men better, or at leaſt keeping them from growing worſe, hath thig 
tice always had; that you may obſerve the molt profligate Men among 
who for their Wickedneſs come to an untimely end, do generally im- 
n haſte their falling into thoſe Sins which cauſed their Death, to the breaking 
y Curt Sabbath, as they commonly expreſsit. Bur, , [2 
cerned Fift ly. Let me upon this occaſion, put you in mind of another thing, 
s, bilich by many of us is too much neglected. And that is, the taking all 
; witÞportynities of coming to the holy Sacrament. | | 
king fl have often ſpoken to you about this matter, and I now deſire to remind 
of it. There are little hopes you will ever make any great progreſs in 
1d (Sue and holineſs, till you can bring your ſelves to a frequent and con- 
etheſſet participation in this holy Myſtery. Becauſe indeed this is. 


10 Nee to us, and inabling us to overcame our ſins, and grow daily in vertue 
e cd, gde ss. | . eee 
ats N know we have generally many and inveterate prejudices as to this mat. 
But aſſure your ſelves they are meer prejudices and no good reaſons. 


d t$., Man that means and deſigns honeſtly, and endeavours to lead. his 
as 2 Chriſtian ought to do, may certainly with as little Scruple come e- 
oth'$. Month to the Communion, as he may come every Week to ſay his 
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re there nothing of a divine command for the ſetting apart this day to 
dent and uſeful Conſtitutions that ever was made. So that even upon 


re af ſolemn Ordinance that Chriſt hath appointed for the conveying his 
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his life, that he may approach to the Sacrament every Month, nay oy 
Day, if there be ion; 1 am afraid that he doth not live fo, as to U 
Fe tor it, tho” he comes bur once in a year, or once in ſeven years, pq 
the dueneſs of your Preparation doth not depend upon your ſettiog af 
ſo many extraordinary days for the forcing your ſelves into a Religio 
poſtute of Mind, bur b pon the plain natural frame and tempet of your Soul 
as they conſtantly ſtand inclin d to vertue and goodneſs. A Man that (er 
ouſly endeavours to live honeſtly and religiouſly may cone to the Sacra 
ment at an hdurs warning, and bea worthy receiver. On the other ſide, 
a Man that lives a careleſs or a ſenſual lite may ſet apart a whole Week { 
2 whole Month, for the exercifidg Repetirdnce, and preparing himſelf fl 
the Communion, and yer not be ſo worthy a Receiver as the öther. A 
yet he may be 2 vorthy Receiver too, provided he be really honeſt a: 
fincere in the matter he goes abour ; and provided that he remember H 
j vows afterward, and do not fink again into his former ſtate of careleſzi 
| and ſenſuality. 7 
ea But to return to my point. I do verily think that moſt of the doubts x 
- fears and ſcruples that are commonly entertained amoug us about receiyi 
| the Sacrament; ate without ground or reaſon; and that every well diſpe 
| fed Perſon that hath nu other deſign in that Action but to do his Duty 
| God, and to expreſs his belief and hopes in jeſus Chriſt, and his than 
| fulneſs to Gd ſor him, may as ſafely at any time come to the Lord' Tab 
- as he may come to Church to ſay his Prayers. And if the cafe be fo (2 
believe it ia) then of vhat a mighty priviledge and benefit do they d 
pride theniſelyes, who when they have ſo many opportunities, do fo ſe 
dom joyn in that folemn Inſtitution of out Lord, which (as I aid) was dt 
fign'd for no other purpoſe, but to be the means of out growing In grac 
and vertue, in love to God and to all the World. | 
O therefore my Brethren, let me beg of you not to be ſttangers at 
Lord's Table. Bur I need not beg it of you, for I am fare you will nofff 
whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe God tb put it into your Hearts ſeriouſly to mit 
the concernments of your Sduls, and to be heartily ſenſible of the need y 
ſand in of the grace of Chtiſt fot the leading a holy and pure life. 
| I have but one thing more in the Sixth place, to leave with yu, atid 
| have done. It is not indeed of the natute of thoſe things I Have laſt rt 
| commented to you, that is, a means or inſtrument of growing mote v 
| tuous: But it is a principal vertue it ſelf, And I do therefore recomme 
| it to you, becauſe it is at all times uſeful, at all times ſeaſonable, bur mar 
6 eſpecially it ſeems to be ſo now : And that is, that you would walk in love” 
and ſtudy peace and unity, and live in all dutiful ſubjection to thoſe who 
God bath ſet over you; and endeavour in your ſeveral ſtations to promo 
the publick happineſs and tranquility as much as is poſſible: Bur by r e 
means upon any pretence vhatſoever to diſturb the publick Peace, or to Ch 
any vay concerned with them that do; by no means ever to engage in an 
© Party or faction, and leaſt of all any faction in Religion, which is gtount c 
ed vpn a State · point. 7 | 1 
lam ſorry the poſture of things amohg b# gives me octaſion to mentiq 
this matter; but it is too viſible to what a height our animeſitits and d.. 
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„ Voecott are grown, abd what the conſequences of thetn inay be, unleſs 
VR. be i timely ſtop put to them, I tremble to think. a | 
© dien Men's differences as to rheir nocions about the Politicks I am not 


q ern d let Men frame what Hypotheſes they pleaſe about Governmen 
1 do not like them, yet I do not think my ſelf bound to Preach agai 
So, But when theſe differences are come gþ to that paſs, that they threat - 


ih the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Peace, there I think no Miniſter ould 


ent. 

borch-divifions God knows we have, and have always had too many; 
tis very grievous that thoſe who have always declar'd themſelves the 
ds of our Church, and Enemies to Schiſm, ſhould at this time of day, 
heir helping hand to promote a Separation. „ 
d yet it ſeems to this height are our differences come. Some People 
ig us that formerly wete very zcalous fot the eſtabliſn d worſhip of the 
ch, are now all of a ſudden ſo diſtaſted with it, that they make a | 
ing preſent at dur Service. Nay, ſome have proceeded ſo far as to de- 
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be I ow not upon what grounds open War againſt us, and ſer up Se- 
> lie Congregations in oppoſition to the Publick, 

evi . . . * 

difps ſhat is the meaning of this? hath Schiſm and Separation from the eſta- 


Ja Worſhip, which heretofore was branded as ſo heinous a fin (and de- 
Ny too,) ſo changed its nature all of a ſudden, that it is become not 
innocent but a duty ? | | 
ave we not both the ſame Government in Church and Rate that we for · 
had? Have we not the fame Articles and DoQrines of Religion pub- 
.8y ownedand profefied and taught, without the leaſt alteration?Have we 
the ſame Liturgy, the fame Offices and Prayers uſed every day that 
., Falways been? What is there then to ground a Separation upon? 
rs, But the names in the Prayers are changed, and we cannot pray for 
that are nom in Authority, as wecould for theſe that were heretofore, 
Ir how unreaſopable is this, v hen St. Paul has bid us put up prayers 
Ipplications and interceſſion: for al Men, eſpecially for Kings and al 
J are in Authority, Doth he make any reſtriction, any diſtintion what . 
, or what Perſons in Authority we are to pray for, and what not? 
he not exprefly ſay, we mult pray for al Men, and for all that are 
S-thority ? And doth not the reaſon of his Exhortation imply as much, 
words did not? Namely, chat we may lead quiet and peaceable lives 
godlineſ; and honeſty ? | 
it { pray conſider what this Doctrine leads to. If this principle be ad- 
d to be good Divinjty, then farewel all the obligations to Eccleſiaſti- 
Tommunion among Chriſtians. For what Government is there in the 
Bd that will not meet with ſuch Subjects as are not ſatis fied with ir? and 
r diſſatisfaction be a juſt reaſon to break Communĩon with the Eſtabli- 
IChurch, what Ligaments have we to tye Chriſtians together? What 
Necome of holding the unity of the Spirit in the Bond Peace] What 
S$ conſequence of this, but endleſs Schiſms and Separations ? | 
further, I wiſh theſe Perſons would confider what an uniceountable 
Fur it is, to make u Rent and gcluſm in the Chureh, upon N meer point 
Pie, 
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Dient Reroladans have happened in all Ages and id all Countrice, 
we have frequent inſtances of them in ſtoty.: But I believe it will not 


We 
may be 


opportunity of publickly acknowledging my Obligations to you, and returning 


to for 


Ay I dll always, and do, earneſtly defire all your Prayers tor me'; so ſhall alt 
 Hheareily; pray for you:. Thar God would guide and proper you, that his good Pre 
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ealily fand that ever any. Chtiſtia us ſeparated from the. Church upon 2ccoyn: of the 
S kept ene e 8 their Doctrine and their Wera Fate never conte 
. — tarcher in the turas of Stare ( how gteat He ver they were ) than pea 


ta tuhmit to the powers in being, and heartily to pray to God fo 0 proſper their q 
verume fk, and Tree all Weir Atairs, that all 1 Subjects e 


cable lives them in all Godline(s and Honeſty. But when. in 2 Revoluty 
Fpftee was e e e 1088 8 ce Token upon to be a good Man, 
an encourager of the true Religion; in that caſe they did not only readily ſubmit 
lam, Vac acknowledg*dit af the great Ble fling of God to them, that he had raiſed 
ſuch 8 Man «o rule over thom. This was the Notion, and this was:zheprachce of | 
N Clyiſtians a ce th attr. I may indeed fay of the Chxiſtiam in all Ag 
And whatever you may have heard to the contrary, I doubt not to ſay chat this is ; 


v rine of the Church of England. | SL PERLA 
Lede — fore exhort alt of you to he followers of Peace; to 8 
mirſd your 


Unity and Concord as much avis poſſible ; y to be quiet, 
Bulins(s,; to he more-concern'd far your Country aud. Nation than the Intereſt of 
fin e beanie, 6 do the Te np not only ſo but to t 
tor the Bleſſn.s ay under it, and m-R eargelity to pray tor the Gantinuz 
:"Laftly, Seb oy: 2 any party of faction boat A the Gavernthent, 1 
ever to be driven away from the — Church, wo_ You have 
ways probe a your (elves Members, by ady.ot the pretences which ſame warm 
e to you. - This I dare venture to ſayhow-aneelic ſoer ſamę of your 
be in joyning with gur Prayers, ou will at laſt he ten times more nneaßie in 
patating from us, For Faction has nof bounds, and knows whither it will le 
man at laſt. Were there nothing elſe but the Hear and Turbulency, che Pafſiont 
Pegyiſbueſs the bi ter Zeal and Uncharirablendl5 chat the being of 2 Party dot 
turally i Men n: I y, were there nothing elſe. bur this, no Man that cot 
the Peace of his 0wn mind, would for any conſiderar ion leave the eh Commun 
ad eſpouſe the cauſe of a ſeparate Intereſt. Bur thege are worſẽ Conlequences t 
the, and I pray God we may never r 
And now I have done with my Erbert, h/ e ole my very fo 
to you. And I hope you will receive what I have ſaſd with the ſame kindneſs ii 
mean it. And truly I have no reaſon to daubt of irs aſter (d long an experience 
have had of your Civility and Candon. Indeed during all the time I have been any 
you (which Fark been now near Sixteen years) I have been ſo Kindly treated by 
and havereceived ſd many Teſtimonies of your Go»d-will, that Fcannot hut take 
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15 — 8 Dury as Lought, and I heartily beg of 6 
at 12 ry Nas baader 


. "1! my defects. Bur I have this Satisfaction. chat i ba 
ed in all > Preaching, to inſtruct you in the iris Doctrine of the Golpel, and 
teach you the right way that leads to Salva ion. And I am ſo certain, that Thavet 
been miſtaken my 4 nor miſled in that matter; that I dare with Contide 
adgre(s,; my ſelf xp you in ſome of the wordt of the Apoſtle; which do ima 
arely follow after my Text 1. viz. Thoſethingy hf 999 have learned and rec 
and heard fram me do; and the God of Peace ſhall e W th you. | 
I hal} ever bleſs God for that Providence of his winch placed me among you; 


dence would always watgh over you for ; that, he would beſto upon you 
your Children aficr u all orm © r fox you; 2nd e 
cially chat he would deliver you from, eveiy evil work, and yreſerye you to his N 
venly Kingdo u God of his infinite Mercy grant, &. 


4 A. 2. 
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